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ence " would turn into a cosmic dance of abso-
lute entities created and destroyed in vacuo
^according to universal laws, or perhaps by
chance. No minds would gather this experi-
ence, and no material agencies would impose
it; but the immediate objects present to
any one would simply be parts of the universal
fireworks, continuous with the rest, and all the
parts, even if not present to anybody, would
have the same status. Experience would
then not at all resemble what Shakespeare
reports or what James himself had described
in his psychology. If it could be experienced
as it flows in its entirety (which is fortunately
impracticable), it would be a perpetual mathe-
matical nightmare. Every whirling atom,
every changing relation, and every incidental
perspective would be a part of it. I am far
from wishing to deny for a moment the
scientific value of such a cosmic system, if it
can be worked out; physics and mathematics
seem to me to plunge far deeper than literary
psychology into the groundwork of this
world; but human experience is the stuff of
literary psychology; we cannot reach the stuff
of physics and mathematics except by arrest-
ing or even hypostatising some elements of